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For more information on gardening at Chinquapin Park, e-mail John Walsh at john.walsh@alexandriava.gov or call him at (703) 838-4343, ext. 436. 

WELCOME TO ANOTHER GARDENING 
SEASON AT CHINQUAPIN PARK

Welcome back and greetings to our new gardeners! As your chair and vice-
chair of the Chinquapin Gardens Advisory Board, it gives us great pleas-

ure to set the stage for a new gardening season. We hope you are all looking for-
ward to a great gardening year. We will have many new gardeners joining us. The
gardening season is now well under way. Don’t forget that you need to start work
on your garden plot no later than May 1.

With the return of the gardening season also comes the return of gardening
monitoring teams. To make sure that gardeners are keeping their plots clean and
adhering to the Regulations, volunteer monitoring teams, made up of garden-
ers and Advisory Board members,
check up on the gardens through-
out the year. Gardeners who are
found to be in violation of the
Regulations — by not weeding
their paths or by using pesticides,
for example — are sent notices
asking them to comply. Gardeners
who repeatedly don’t follow the
Regulations have their plots reassigned without a refund. While the monitoring
teams are a lot of work, they help us turn over plots that aren’t being used and
keep rats and other pests from making a home at Chinquapin.

Working in cooperation with staff from Alexandria’s Department of Recreation,
Parks and Cultural Activities, we have improved the way we conduct the monitor-
ing sessions. While we previously had numerous monitoring sessions throughout
the year, we will have only three sessions this season. We will still be using volun-
teer gardeners as monitoring team members, but because we will not have as many

sessions, many of you will not have to serve on
teams this year. We will review the schedule
and try to select those who did not serve on
last year’s teams as well as fill in with new gar-
deners. If you are chosen to serve on a team
this year, we will be in contact with you.

To make sure plots don’t become overgrown
and unmanageable — as some did last year —
we will be reviewing compliance more strictly
and will only allow a limited number of infrac-
tions before a delinquent gardener’s plot will be
reassigned. While we want to make gardening

at Chinquapin a great experience, due to concerns expressed by neighbors and 
gardeners alike, it is only fair to ask that the garden plots be maintained.

We have scheduled the ninth (can you believe that?) annual garden picnic for
Saturday, Aug. 11, from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. Last year’s picnic was even better attend-

NEW CHINQUAPIN
GARDENS WEB SITE

DEBUTS ONLINE

Gardeners will soon be able
to find the latest news

about gardening at Chinquapin
Park via a new Web site created
by gardener Roy Wright.

At his own expense, Roy has
set up a Web site for Chinquapin
Gardens at www.chinquapin
gardens.org. 

While the site is still in its
early development stages, plans
call for online garden plot regis-
tration, monitoring information,
newsletters and more. Check it
out and let us know what you
think.

If you can help or have any
further ideas on what should be
included on the site, please 
contact Roy at roywright@
comcast.net. �

See WELCOME TO CHINQUAPIN GARDENS, Page 2

— “WHILE THE GARDEN
MONITORING TEAMS
ARE A LOT OF WORK,
THEY HELP US TURN
OVER PLOTS THAT
AREN’T BEING USED AND
KEEP RATS AND OTHER
PESTS FROM MAKING A
HOME AT CHINQUAPIN.”

www.chinquapingardens.org



Page 2

ed than the previous picnic and more
garden plots received awards. We
expect more awards this year. We
enjoyed a visit by Alexandria Mayor
Bill Euille. He spoke to us about his
travels in Europe, where he saw many
community garden plots like ours, and
told us how he would like to see more of
this form of leisure activity.

We are looking for your ideas on
how to make improvements to the gar-
dens. While funding for improvements
is always a concern, we will develop the
ideas and work with City staff to priori-
tize them. One of these high priorities
will be correcting uneven garden paths,
which can be a safety issue. We are eter-
nally grateful to the City work crews
for the services they provide, such as
trash pick-up and weed-whacking.

We would like to welcome some new
members to the Chinquapin Gardens
Advisory Board, including Jeff Cukr,
John Usrey, Amber Kim Dewey, Lori
Hartman and Alex Lathers. Anyone can
serve on the board, and new members
are always welcome. We address the
Regulations, the monitoring process,
garden improvements, etc. We meet the
third Monday of each month from 
7 p.m.–8 p.m. at the Chinquapin Park
Recreation Center. See right for a 
schedule of upcoming meetings.

Happy gardening! �

— Marlin G. Lord, Chair, 
and Kathryn A. Brown, 

Vice-chair

WELCOME TO CHINQUAPIN GARDENS,
continued from Page 1

SAVE THE DATE! CHINQUAPIN GARDENS POTLUCK PICNIC: AUG. 11

UPCOMING MEETINGS: 
CHINQUAPIN GARDENS 

ADVISORY BOARD

Meetings begin at 7 p.m. at the
Chinquapin Park Recreation
Center.

April 16
May 21
June 18
July 16

Aug. 20
Sept. 17
Oct. 15
Nov. 19

Times or locations change in
case of weather or other impacts.
Check the Chinquapin Gardens
Web site for updates. �

Weeds getting you down? For a
small fee, these tilling services will
come to your plot at Chinquapin and
clear out the overgrowth:

CCaarrll  GGaattlliinn:: DDaavvee  BBrroowwnn::  
(703) 836-3911*    (703) 379-9770*

(703) 625-9667* (c)

GET A JUMP START ON THE
WEEDS WITH A TILLING SERVICE

Need some gardening advice?
Want to know how to fight

pests organically? New to
Chinquapin Gardens and not sure
what to plant or when? Your fellow
gardeners are here to help!

Last fall, a Chinquapin gardener
suggested establishing a list of
mentors who are willing to help
other gardeners with information
and other assistance about garden-
ing at Chinquapin. 

The Chinquapin Gardens
Advisory Board adopted this sug-
gestion and has compiled a list of
currently active Chinquapin gar-
deners who have indicated a will-

ingness to be a mentor to other
Chinquapin gardeners.

When you are out in the gar-
dens and see these gardeners out
in their plots, don’t be afraid to
stop by and ask them for advice.
Some of them have gardened in
the area for decades and are happy
to share what they know. You can
also shoot them an e-mail or give
them a call if you have questions
or need some tips. 

Additional garden mentors are
welcome. The important charac-
teristic for mentors is to have a
willingness to assist other garden-
ers at Chinquapin. 

MENTORS CAN HELP YOU MAKE THE MOST 
OF YOUR CHINQUAPIN GARDEN PLOT 

CHINQUAPIN GARDEN MENTORS

Name Plot Telephone E-mail

Dale May GH4 (703) 379-4763 dmay82@aol.com
Alex Lathers LM7 (703) 998-4026 alexlathers@aol.com
Amber Kim Dewey TU6 (703) 822-7629 akdewey@gmail.com
Louis Tremante TU6 (703) 822-7629 ltremant@yahoo.com
Lori Hartman TU1 (703) 671-9080 hartmannl@state.gov
Mildred Fajna DE3 (703) 750-0748 n/a
Glenn Hartley EF3 (703) 750-0748 n/a
Marlin Lord VW2 (703) 683-1112 mglaia@aol.com
Bill Hohe OP5 (703) 379-8303 bill.hohe@verizon.net
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If you would like to add your name to the mentor list, contact Bill
Hohe at (703) 379-8303 or bill.hohe@verizon.net. �

Don’t forget the garden paths! It’s
up to each gardener (and their neigh-
bors) to keep the
paths clear.
* Does not imply endorsement
by the City of Alexandria. 


